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on their lists of sponsors; while bright young
intellectuals would pop up as innocent-
looking secretaries keeping the ropes in their
hands; and no one would own up to being
a Communist, but they would just be good
democrats, all of them. Naturally, they pre-
ferred the unsuspecting bourgeois to the
Socialist who had some political experience;
and the more reactionary this bourgeois was
the more they tried not to hurt his feelings.
Particularly noticeable was their effort to
" extend a brotherly hand " to the Roman
Catholics, thus breaking with a very strong
and deeply-rooted tradition of the entire
French Left; they went to great lengths, yet
failed to win the Catholics over. But again
the more they kept aloof, the more the Com-
munists seemed to crave for their favour. I
remember a significant little incident, quite
unimportant in itself, yet highly indicative.
One day all the Paris papers carried a story
about a nun having ill-treated a child in her
care; the Communist FHumanite also had the
story, but it was the only paper which failed to
inform its readers that the culprit was a nun!
At the same time there was no end of tri-
colour flag-waving, of appeals to make France
** free, strong and happy ", of organisations
that dropped their formerly revolutionary